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An Inside Look!
The VCA meeting goes virtual this month on our 

Facebook page, but that won’t keep us from going 
inside the Dahlgren Shell guns from the USS Monitor
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VCA Newsletter/Letter from the President

Letter From the President

Kate Ridgway, VCA President

COVID-19 sucks. I hope everyone is staying safe and finding
ways to stave off boredom and cabin fever. I am sure that we all miss
seeing each other and the VCA Board is working on figuring out how to
have a virtual meeting for May. Thanks especially go to Laurie King and
Lesley Haines for their work solving the IT issues that go along with this
challenge. Hopefully, we can pull this off, and being pretty mediocre at
technological things myself, I really appreciate everyone on the Board
for their help with working through this.

Elections are coming up in May and we are also working on
that. There is never massive interest in being on the Board and due to
COVID-19 and the work being done to reorganize VCA, there is an extra
special lack of interest this year. The Board would appreciate hearing
from anyone who would like to volunteer their time by being on the
VCA Board. The positions that we need filled most are Membership and
Programs (see page 8 for a full list of open positions). Please consider
helping out the VCA as we consider the future of our organization. I
know that taking on a Board position can seem daunting, but it looks
great on your resume!

Please everyone stay safe and keep an eye out for our fall
programs, when we can reunite with friends, reconnect with colleagues,
and continue our discussions about the future of VCA.
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May Meeting Goes Virtual:
At the core of the problem: A new method used to clean the bores of USS 

Monitor's XI-Inch Dahlgren Shell Guns.
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Due to the need for social distancing with the COVID-19 outbreak, we will not
hold an in-person members meeting for May. However, we will be holding a
virtual meeting, hosted online through the VCA Facebook page on May 14th at
6pm. For anyone unfamiliar with how to attend a live stream event on Facebook,
there will be a follow-up email with instructions, or feel free to contact the
program chairs.

Erik Farrell, archaeological conservator at The Mariners’ Museum and Park, will
provide a presentation detailing the development and use of a custom-designed
coring apparatus to clean inside the bores of USS Monitor’s Dahlgren shell guns.

When the turret from USS Monitor was recovered in 2002, it contained hundreds
of artifacts including the ship’s two XI-Inch Dahlgren Shell Guns. All of these
were initially covered in a hard, thick material called “concretion,” composed of
sediment, marine life, and corrosion. Over time, this material has been removed
from the guns’ exteriors and, just recently, the Dahlgren’s interiors were cleaned.
Erik will explain the process behind boring the guns, and what this means for the
rest of their conservation treatment.

When: Thursday, 
May 14  6:00 PM

Where: VCA Facebook
Page

Photo by Brock Switzer, The Mariner’s 
Museum and Park
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Online Resources for Professional Development and 
Personal Entertainment

As we settle in for the duration of Virginia’s stay at home order, it’s
important for us to continue to connect, learn, and have some fun. This list
is a mix of professional resources, cool heritage projects, and learning
activities for the young (and young at heart!). If you’d like to share a
resource, post it on the VCA Facebook page. Thank you to Kate Ridgway
and the DHR staff for compiling the majority of this list.

Professional Development

• Duke University Library and Archives - Preservation Underground blog 
post: Working from Home Options for Conservation Labs.  This is an 
awesome list of preservation webinars, seminars, and articles, many of 
which are free. It also has a list of possible work tasks that may need 
tackling. 
https://blogs.library.duke.edu/preservation/2020/03/11/working-from-
home-options-for-conservation-labs/

• FutureLearn - Offers free university seminars on a range of topics 
including history, archaeology, art, law, and computer science. Courses 
are free unless you want to earn credits. The University of Glasgow runs 
a class on antiquities trafficking and art crime: 
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/art-crime

• English Heritage has a variety of conservation projects on their website 
with links to related published articles.  

• The Canadian Conservation Institute has an assortment of resources, 
including videos on a variety of topics. 

• Collections Trust is a UK organization focused on institution standards. 
If you’re using this time to write or revise policies check out the 
multitude of guides and actual policies from museums around the 
world.

https://blogs.library.duke.edu/preservation/2020/03/11/working-from-home-options-for-conservation-labs/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/art-crime
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/conservation/
https://www.canada.ca/en/conservation-institute/services/videos.html
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resources-start/
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Online Resources for Professional Development and 
Personal Entertainment

Learning Resources for All Ages

• Both the Society for American Archaeology and the Archaeological 
Institute of America have educational resources for all ages including 
videos and podcasts. 

• Heritage preservation and architecture enthusiasts should check out 
Calder Loth’s “The Foundations of Classical Architecture,” a four part 
YouTube series from the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art 
(ICAA) and his Historic Brickwork: A Design Resource, which examines 
different brickwork styles found on American buildings from the 
colonial period into the twentieth century.

• The National Parks and Smithsonian Institute also have distance 
learning programs. 

• The Khan Academy is geared toward students and provides free 
resources and daily schedules for students ages 2-18. But honestly, this 
is the perfect time to go back to basics and brush up on your organic 
chemistry!

Just for Fun

• Google Art and Culture has paired with institutions around the world 
to create some truly unique content

• Smithsonian magazine has compiled a list of 68 Cultural, Historical 
and Scientific Collections You Can Explore Online from the comfort of 
your living room. Whether you’re in the mood to virtually explore 
ancient Rome, read past presidents’ personal papers or download 
coloring pages from dozens of international cultural institutions, this 
roundup has you covered. Listings are bolded and organized by field. 
(See Smithsonian’s lists of museums you can virtually visit, ways to 
virtually experience the Smithsonian Institution

https://www.saa.org/education-outreach/teaching-archaeology/k-12-activities-resources
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/educators/
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DpuuywxqijBU%2526list%253DPLqUfT7sH3jm7Nri4yfK0jQJ3S0tJVyli0%2526mod%253Darticle_inline&data=02%257C01%257CTRADARCH%2540listserv.miami.edu%257Cf4dbf36a4c0d4d0469ac08d7cc0792c0%257C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%257C0%257C0%257C637202205250348237&sdata=ApXCbi0eNXPHkjE8e3Lt90X4nrXh6UhnLLrSdayz4qI%253D&reserved=0
https://www.classicist.org/articles/historic-brickwork-a-design-resource/
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/eight-digital-education-resources-around-smithsonian-180974430/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
http://links.si.mkt6346.com/ctt%3Fkn=39&ms=NDIwOTI2MTIS1&r=ODQyMTI2NTA4NzQ3S0&b=0&j=MTcyMjI2MDg4MgS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/vr-experience-restores-7000-roman-buildings-monuments-their-former-glory-180970901/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/library-congress-digitizes-its-huge-trove-teddy-roosevelt-papers-180970583/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/woodrow-wilsons-papers-go-digital-leaving-microfiche-behind-180969283/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/100-museums-transformed-their-collections-free-coloring-pages-just-you-180974116/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/113-museums-transformed-illustrations-their-collections-free-coloring-pages-180971501/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ten-museums-you-can-virtually-visit-180974443/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-virtually-explore-smithsonian-your-living-room-180974436/
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Online Resources for Professional Development and 
Personal Entertainment

Just for Fun (Continued)

• Many museums have virtual tours and interactive media on their own 
sites including Mount Vernon and the National Trust of Historic Sites . 
For something different, check out the Taipei National Palace Museum
(with content in English). Or check in with the conservators working 
on Rembrant’s the Night Watch.

• Sketchfab, a repository for 3D models, has sections devoted to art, 
architecture, and cultural heritage! Check out the Rosetta Stone, the 
V&A’s fine art collection, Virginia’s own DHR collections, shipwrecks of 
NOAA’s National Marine Sanctuaries, and historic sites around the 
world.

• My favorite social media campaign by far is the quarantine art 
challenge, started by Instagrammer Between Art and Quarantine, and 
picked up by the Rijksmuseum and the Getty, which challanges you to 
recreate works of art with household items. A great activity for all ages! 

Virginia Related Resources
• Library of Virginia,

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/using_collections.asp
• Encyclopedia Virginia, https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/
• Jamestown Rediscovery, materials for educators and students,

https://historicjamestowne.org/education/for-educators/
• James Madison’s Montpelier

“Digital Doorway” for online digital content
https://digitaldoorway.montpelier.org/
online courses for high school and college age students
https://www.montpelier.org/center-for-the-constitution/online-
courses

• George Washington’s Mount Vernon online educational resources
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/

• Monticello digital resources for educators,
https://www.monticello.org/research-education/for-educators/

https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/
https://savingplaces.org/stories/11-national-trust-historic-sites-and-national-treasures-to-explore-virtually%3Futm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=weekly
https://www.npm.gov.tw/en/
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/nightwatch
https://sketchfab.com/britishmuseum
https://sketchfab.com/vamuseum
https://sketchfab.com/virtualcurationlab/collections/virginia-department-of-historic-resources
https://sketchfab.com/NOAAMonitorNMS
https://sketchfab.com/CyArk
https://www.instagram.com/tussenkunstenquarantaine/
https://www.facebook.com/rijksmuseum/posts/10163090212705177
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/getty-artworks-recreated-with-household-items-by-creative-geniuses-the-world-over/
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/using_collections.asp
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/
https://historicjamestowne.org/education/for-educators/
https://digitaldoorway.montpelier.org/
https://www.montpelier.org/center-for-the-constitution/online-courses
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/
https://www.monticello.org/research-education/for-educators/
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Online Resources for Professional Development and 
Personal Entertainment

Virginia Related Resources
• Virginia Slave Housing Project, this site does not have activities or 

lesson plans but does have content that teachers, parents, and students 
can use to learn about slave housing
http://www.savingslavehouses.org/slave-house-research/virginia-slave-
housing-project/

• Virginia Museum of History and Culture learning resources 
https://www.virginiahistory.org/learn/learning-resources-0
• Virtual Tours:

The Story of Virginia
Landscapes of Virginia
Determined: The 400-Year Struggle for Black Equality
Agents of Change: Female Activism in Virginia from Women's 
Suffrage to Today

• Banner Lectures Online:
More than 250 hours of recorded lectures by world renowned authors 
and speakers. Topics cover a variety of aspects of Virginia history. A 
few recent lectures include:
Bound to the Fire: How Virginia’s Enslaved Cooks Helped Invent 
American Cuisine by Dr. Kelley Fanto Deetz
Inventing Disaster: The Culture of Calamity from the Jamestown 
Colony to the Johnstown Flood by Dr. Cynthia A. Kierner
Searching for Stonewall Jackson: A Quest for Legacy in a Divided 
America by Ben Cleary
Watch and listen to past Banner Lectures here:
Website Archive | Vimeo | YouTube | SoundCloud

• American Civil War Museum, educator resources for grades 5-12
https://acwm.org/learn/educator-resources/

• Colonial Williamsburg
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/learn/explore-from-
home/?from=homecarousel

http://www.savingslavehouses.org/slave-house-research/virginia-slave-housing-project/
https://www.virginiahistory.org/learn/learning-resources-0
https://poly.google.com/u/0/view/9hkg0ueSy5O
https://poly.google.com/u/0/view/4ksXjaPk5xp
https://www.virginiahistory.org/exhibitions/determined-400-year-struggle-black-equality/determined-online-exhibition
https://www.virginiahistory.org/exhibitions/agents-change-female-activism-virginia-women%25E2%2580%2599s-suffrage-today/agents-change-online
https://www.virginiahistory.org/read-watch-listen/bound-fire-how-virginia%25E2%2580%2599s-enslaved-cooks-helped-invent-american-cuisine
https://www.virginiahistory.org/read-watch-listen/inventing-disaster-culture-calamity-jamestown-colony-johnstown-flood
https://www.virginiahistory.org/read-watch-listen/searching-stonewall-jackson
https://www.virginiahistory.org/read-watch-listen/video-and-audio
http://vimeo.com/virginiahistory
https://www.youtube.com/vahistorical
http://soundcloud.com/virginiahistory
https://acwm.org/learn/educator-resources/
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/learn/explore-from-home/%3Ffrom=homecarousel
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Board Positions Open for 2020 Elections

Officers-
Secretary: One-year term. The VCA Secretary takes minutes at 
membership and Board of Directors meetings, retains a record of VCA 
communications, and sends out meeting notices to VCA membership

Committee Chairs-
Membership: Two-year term. The Membership Chair receives and 
processes applications for membership, maintains updated membership 
lists, sends out messages on behalf of Board and VCA members

Programs: Two-year term. Along with a second co-chair, the Program 
Committee prepares draft programs for events at venues reasonably 
accessible to the members, usually in September, November, January, 
March, and May. Final decisions regarding speakers, program format, and 
expenses will be determined by the Board.
1 of 2 slots open.

Publications: Two-year term. The Publication Chair produces a 
newsletter containing meeting notices, informational material, and other 
information pertaining to the VCA.

Refreshments: Two-year term. The Refreshments Chair will organize 
refreshments to be available before or after meetings. The cost for 
refreshments will be paid out of the VCA account.

Members interested in running or with questions about the positions, 
please contact Tina Gessler (vp.vaconservation@gmail.com) We plan hold 
to hold online elections in May.

http://gmail.com
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Kate Ridgway
Tina Gessler
Arianna DiMucci
Keri Ragland
Sue Donovan
Stacy Rusch
Suzanne Collins
Paige Schmidt
Chelsea Blake
Lesley Haines
Laurie King
Allison Kelley
Lorraine Brevig
Jane Hohensee
Tom Snyder

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Education Co-Chair
Education Co-Chair
Membership Co-Chair
Membership Co-Chair
Outreach
Programs Co-Chair
Programs Co-Chair
Publications
Web Management
Refreshments Co-Chair
Refreshments Co-Chair

katyridgway@gmail.com
tgessler@gmail.com
amdimucci@gmail.com
keri.lily@gmail.com
suedonovan@virginia.edu
srusch@virginiahistory.org
marion7@me.com
paigelschmidt1@gmail.com
blake.c.elene@gmail.com
lchaines86@gmail.com
lking@marinersmuseum.org
allison.kelley22@gmail.com
hisstah@aol.com
hohenj@cox.net
thomassnyder2@cox.net

2019 – 2020 Board Members
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